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Usage comparison of Chinese and English quotation marks and
word—forming ambiguity of Chinese characters:

A pilot study with sampling estimation

YANG Zhengwei

( Morphometric Research Laboratory, North Sichuan Medical College, Nanchong 637000, China)

Abstract; By means of systematic sampling commonly used in stereology, the present paper tentatively
compared the usage of quotation marks in written Chinese and English news materials and analyzed the
word—forming ambiguity of Chinese characters in written Chinese news materials. The results showed that
28% and 88% of the quotation marks were used for direct quotation of discourse in the Chinese and Eng-
lish news, respectively; ambiguity occurred with 4.3% of Chinese characters, which formed a word or
phrase , with the characters ahead or behind, that had a meaning different from the original meaning in the
text. In addition, sampling related issues with such quantitative linguistic studies in the future were ad-
dressed in the paper.
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